Lincoln Elementary School Newsletter
End of the School Year May 2019
From the Principal’s Desk
May 2019
Wow…we are down to single digits! How can that be? Our last day for student attendance will be THIS
Friday, May 24th. School is dismissed at 11:55 am. Teachers will have 1.5 more work days after the
students leave for the summer, working on Tuesday, May 28th and Wednesday, May 29th.
Please be sure to read the newsletter article about Miss Michelle DeBoer who will be retiring at the end of
this school year. Miss DeBoer, ending her career as Lincoln Elementary PE teacher, has dedicated 33
years to the teaching profession; 32 of those years in Morton CUSD 709. Initially hired as an art teacher
at Morton High School, Michelle has also taught PE at MHS and served the district as Athletic Trainer at
the high school level. Most recently, she has spent time teaching PE at the elementary level, finishing her
career teaching PE at Lincoln. She volunteers weekly at TAPS (Tazewell County Animal Protection
Services) and is dedicated to helping and training our furry friends, including her own rescued dog Abe.
Her immediate plans this summer include a retirement celebration trip to Walt Disney World’s Animal
Kingdom! As a staff, we look forward to celebrating with Michelle at a luncheon on Friday afternoon.
Thank you seems so inadequate to say when trying to express how grateful I am for the continued
support our parents and families provide to the teachers and staff at Lincoln Elementary. We’ve had an
amazing year…and each and every one of you have had a hand in that, no matter how great or small. I
am always so, so proud to say that Lincoln Elementary is MY school and to tell people that I work at
Lincoln Elementary School. We could not do what we do without all of you! Thank you so much…from
the bottom of my thankful heart!
To our sixth graders, we wish you continued success at MJHS. We know that you will continue to make
us proud and will proudly tell your new classmates that you were a Lincoln Lion! We look forward to all
that you will accomplish with the challenges that await you at MJHS! Come back and visit us!
We hope that you and your family have a safe and fun summer…and have plans for some amazing
adventures this summer! Tell us all about them at 2019-2020 Registration, which will be held on
Thursday, August 1st, 2019.
With gratitude,
Ms. Julie Albers
Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S DESK:
I can't believe we are in the home stretch of the 2018-2019 school year! The year has flown by but we still have
so much left to accomplish before we leave for summer vacation. It will be a whirlwind of field trips, testing,
picnics, learning, and fun! Enjoy the last few days of the school year and have a wonderful summer vacation!

Mrs. Michelle Peterson
Assistant Principal

Miss DeBoer to Retire at the
End of the 2018-2019 School
Year

The 2018-2019 school year is quickly coming to
a close. The end of the school year also marks
the end of the professional “school career” of
Miss Michelle DeBoer, PE teacher. Michelle has
dedicated 33 years to education; 32 of those
years in the Morton CUSD 709 School District.
We have been fortunate to have Michelle at
Lincoln School for the past three year.
During Michelle’s 32 years in the Morton School
District, she has taught in all of our buildings,
teaching in grades K-12. Michelle has been a
high school art teacher, served as athletic
trainer, was a photography teacher, junior high
art teacher, junior high physical education
teacher, elementary physical education teacher
and an adaptive physical education teacher at
MHS.

Reflecting on her time in education, Michelle
shared that her favorite part of her job is
“seeing students able to do a task/skill that
they weren’t able to do before I taught
them.”
She added that she will miss the
“relationships with students and staff.” She
won’t miss “having to discipline students.”
Her future plans for retirement include a
new job as a “doggie daycare attendant.”
One last message from Michelle:

“Morton 709 is a wonderful place to work
and teach—and don’t let anyone tell you
otherwise. Thanks for entrusting me with
your children.”

Miss DeBoer has her bags packed and
she is ready to retire!!

LAUGH OLYMPICS TO
CELEBRATE THE END OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR ON THURSDAY,
MAY 23RD!
One of our favorite end of year activities
is our school-wide Laugh Olympics,
which will be held during the morning of
Thursday, May 23rd. We have a great
teacher team which has organized
several fun games (some which involve
water!) for our students on Thursday.
To ensure your child is prepared for the
day, please consider the following:
-Laugh Olympics is an active time for
our students. They participate in relay
games, team activities, bounce houses,
etc. Students are encouraged to wear
clothes that are suitable for being active
outside. Tennis shoes should be worn
as well!

-Send a water bottle to school with your
child so that they can keep it filled and
can keep hydrated outside.
-Does your child burn easily when in the
sun? Applying sunscreen before school
is a good thing! Sending sun screen in
to school is a good thing too! Wearing a
hat helps too!!

WE SIMPLY WON’T HAVE THE
SPACE FOR EXTRA ADULTS TO JOIN
THEIR CHILDREN IN THE CAFETERIA
ON THIS DAY. IN ADDITION, THE
LUNCH TIMES ARE A BIT DIFFERENT
THAN USUAL. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR HELP WITH THIS REQUEST.

We keep an eye on the weather forecast
and make a decision early on Thursday
if rainy weather is a concern. All
students will also receive a small Kona
Ice as part of their “game rotation.”
During the afternoon of the 23rd, our
upper grade students have a tug of war
competition, while younger grade
student watch the tug of war and/or play
their own activities. Depending on the
weather, some younger grade classes
will choose to spend some of the
afternoon cooling off in the AC after a
morning in the sun. All in all, it’s a super
fun day for students!
Laugh Olympics would also not be
possible without the support of our
parent volunteers who are here to help
us at each of the game stations. Our
teacher team is responsible for the set
up of the games before the school day
gets started.
As an additional “treat” for the teachers
that day, Ms. Albers and Mrs. Peterson
provide lunch for all of the teachers/staff
members and allow the teachers to all
eat together (usually we have multiple
lunch periods). Because of that, we will
be combining some lunch groups in the
cafeteria for that day.
WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE NOT
EAT LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD AT
SCHOOL ON THURSDAY, MAY 23RD.

Class Lists and Placement for
the 2019-2020 School Year
During the past several weeks, I have had
parents contact me regarding planning for the
2019-2020 school year. I would like to
outline my rationale and the
procedures/guidelines for considerations of
class assignment for the upcoming school
year.
First of all, our teachers and I take a great
deal of time and thought into the process.
We consider teaching and learning styles,
balanced academic groupings, social
considerations, peer relationships and other
issues that may impact children in each
section. In addition, we consider special
education needs, reading/math needs and
other special circumstances when creating
the lists.
The teachers will present the tentative class
lists to me before the end of the school year,
and I will work to make final adjustments and
changes to the lists, as needed. Those lists
are posted in August AFTER registration to
accommodate for students who move in and
out of the district during the summer.
While parents are certainly welcome to
provide information to me that they feel
may be used in determining lists, IT IS BY

NO MEANS A GUARANTEE THAT A
CHILD WILL BE ASSIGNED TO A
PARTICULAR TEACHER’S CLASS. Students
will not be assigned to a class simply
because a parent makes a request for that
teacher. In addition, fluctuating enrollment
may necessitate moving a teacher to a
different grade level prior to the start of the
school year.
If you feel that there is an extenuating
circumstance that should be considered when
class lists are created, this information
should be communicated in writing to Ms.
Albers no later than Friday, May 31st. If you
have any questions about this process, please
contact Ms. Albers.

will need a dental exam. All incoming 6th graders
will need a dental exam, physical exam and any
immunization updates.
The deadline for these exams is Tuesday,
October 15th. Please note that the school district
will no longer accept “appointment cards” for a
future appointment for those students who are
not in compliance on October 15th. Any student
who is not in compliance after October 15th will
be excluded from school and marked
unexcused.
The sooner that you are able to take care of the
exams and immunizations, the better! Exam
forms are available in the main office and at your
health care provider’s office.
As we wind down the school year, remember to
stop by school to pick up all medications that
your child may have in the Nurse’s office,
including inhalers, prescription medication, Epi
Pens, pain relievers, allergy medication, etc.
If you have questions about anything medically,
please contact Nurse Annette at 284-4098.

Several Personnel Changes Ahead for
2019-2020 School Year
End of Year Notes from Nurse
Annette
It’s not too soon to be thinking and planning for
the next school year! Our school nurse through
Unity Point Methodist, Annette Kelso, has
information to share regarding physicals and
immunizations. Reminder-when making your
summer plans don’t forget to schedule your
dental and physical check-ups!
All incoming Kindergarten students will need a
physical, dental and eye exam, along with
updated immunizations. All incoming 2nd graders

As we look ahead to the 2019-2020 school year, we
already know our teaching staff will look a bit different
at several grade levels. We have teachers who are
moving to different positions, while adding some new
teachers to our wonderful staff. Here are some of
those changes in a nutshell:


Mrs. Kaiti Brown is making the jump from Sixth
Grade English/Language Arts to Fourth Grade.
Kaiti has taught 6th grade for the past five years.
We have been conducting interviews to fill Mrs.
Brown’s sixth grade position, and hope to have
the position filled in late May/early June.



With Miss DeBoer’s retirement, Miss Claire
Schmitt will become a full time PE teacher at
Lincoln. For the past year, she has taught PE at
Lincoln, Lettie Brown and Grundy each day. Now
she will be at Lincoln all day and continue in her
coaching roles at MJHS. Taking Miss Schmitt’s
traveling PE position will be Mr. Clint Baldwin.
Clint comes to us from Pekin School District 108,
where he has taught PE for the past 5 years. He
will teach three sections of PE at Lincoln each
day.



We are pleased to welcome Mrs. Molly Winkler
who will be our new School Social Worker! Mrs.
Winkler completed her School Social Work
internship at Hines Primary School and Glen Oak
Learning Center in Peoria School District 150 this
past school year. Prior to returning to school to
obtain certification as a school social worker,
Molly served clients at Marcfirst in Normal, IL as
the Asst. Director of Transition, focusing on the
needs of adults aged 16-21. Prior to her work at
Marcfirst, Molly worked for two years as the
Assistant Director/Case Manager at The
Children’s Home Association-Academy for
Autism in Peoria. She is a 2012 graduate from
Illinois State (psychology) and earned a Master’s
Degree in 2015 (social work). She graduated
earlier this month with her Professional
Educator’s License in School Social Work.



We are also excited to welcome Mrs. Sara
Sheldon to Lincoln School as our new
Autism/Communication Classroom teacher for
students in Grades K-2nd grade. Sara has worked
at High Road School of Bloomington as both an
elementary teacher and then a program
coordinator. Her experiences at High Road
School have focused mainly on students with
cognitive and social-emotional challenges
(usually with a diagnosis of autism) in K-4th grade.
Prior to High Road, she taught as a special
education teacher in Livingston County, leading a
self-contained classroom with students
communication challenges. She’s a graduate of
Bradley University with a B.A. in
History/Secondary Education and a B.A. in
Special Education. She will finish her Master’s in
November 2019 from Purdue University Global
with a degree in Psychology. She plans to obtain
her BCBA (Board Certified Behavior Analyst)
certification upon her graduation.



We extend our best wishes to two teachers who
will be leaving us at the end of the 2018-2019

school year: Mrs. Kaylee Callahan, who
teaches in our Primary instructional Program, will
be teaching at Prairieland Elementary School in
Normal next year (closer to home for her!). She
has taught at Lincoln for five years. Mrs. Bri
Schreiner will be leaving fourth grade in order to
stay at home to spend more time with her twins.
She has been a teacher at Lincoln for three
years. Our best wishes to both Kaylee and Bri in
their new adventures!!

Reminders About
Outstanding Lunch Meal
Balances, Library Books,
Text Books and iPad Damage
Fees
As we wrap up the school year, it’s also
the time of year that we ensure that all
outstanding lunch balances, library/text
books and fees for iPad damages are
collected before school ends. If there is
a negative balance on your child’s meal
account, this must be paid in full prior to
your child receiving his/her report card
on Friday, May 24th. This can be done
by paying to your account directly online, by bringing money to the office or
by sending money in with your child.
For missing and/or damaged library
books or text books, the same applies:
the fees must be paid in full before
receiving report cards on Friday.
As for iPad damages (this is for 5th and
6th grade students), these also need to
be paid in full prior to the start of the
school year in August in order to receive
a school issued iPad for the 2019-2020
school year.
Any outstanding balances not paid by
the time of registration for the 20192020 school year are applied to next
year’s registration fees. We appreciate

your help in wrapping up these balances
and fees as we wind down the school
year. If you have a question about any
outstanding balances, please don’t
hesitate to contact the office to have
your questions answered.

Important May/Summer Dates:
Mon., 5/20:





Note Hot Lunch Menu Change for this
day:
Assorted crispy chicken (sandwich,
nuggets, tenders); green beans, garden
peas, assorted fruit
Sixth Grade Field Trip to the
University of Illinois
Morton Elementary Choir Pizza Party
after school at District Office

Tues., 5/21:


Note Hot Lunch Menu Change for this
day:

Pancakes and sausage patty, oven
fries, sliced cucumbers, assorted
fruit.
 School Board Meeting at District
Office at 6:30 pm
Thurs., 5/23:
 Laugh Olympics in Morning; Tug
of War and Outside activities in
the afternoon
 Modified Student Lunch Schedule
(No parent visitors for lunch on
this day…thank you!)
Wed., 5/23:




LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
Recognition and Awards Assembly
9:30 am
School is dismissed at 11:55 AM!

Wed., 5/29:
 Lincoln School Night at Peoria
Chiefs Game 6:30 pm (look for

more information from PTO about
this upcoming event!)
Fri., 5/31:
 Class List Considerations due in
writing to Ms. Albers by today
Mon., 6/3:
 Extended School Year (ESY)
begins at Lincoln
 SOAR begins at Lincoln
 Challenge Summer Science
Program begins at MHS
Fri., 6/10:
 Lincoln School Office closes for
the summer
Mon., 7/29:
 Lincoln School Office opens for
the school year
Thurs., 8/1:
 Registration for the 2019-2020
School Year in Lincoln cafeteria
7 am-5 pm
Thurs., 8/8:
 Class Lists Posted 4 pm
 Lincoln PTO Back to School Pool
Party at the Morton Pool 7-9 pm
Mon., 8/12:
 Unpack Your Backpack Night 4-5
pm
Tues., 8/13:
 First Day of School; 11:55 am
Dismissal

Lincoln School PTO
News and Views
May 2019
It’s hard to believe another school year is closing out! Lincoln School continues to be blessed with the most amazing
teachers, aides, support staff, students & their families and administration! As a PTO, we’ve accomplished so much
this year and been able to purchase lockers, Ipad keyboards, ladybug projectors, flexible seating, classroom
supplies, prizes, books, teaching tools and so much more for our teachers and classrooms! We were able to help
fund the fifth grade manners luncheon and the sixth grade charter buses for their Chicago field trip. We hosted
movie nights, family bingo, a vendor fair, a carnival and monthly staff luncheons as well as celebrated aide, teacher
and staff appreciation days…ALL of this is because of our incredibly generous and amazing Lincoln School
families – so thank you for donating, volunteering, participating and being a part of Lincoln School! A special thank
you to Julie Albers and Michelle Peterson for the countless hours you spend to ensure our school is the very best!
We truly appreciate everything you do! Finally, a special thanks to the 2018-2019 PTO Board of Yuri Jones,
Bonnie Ricci and Susan Nichols for your time and dedication! I am so pleased to announce the 2019-2020 PTO
Board made up of: Rebecca Schelkopf as your new PTO President, Bonnie Ricci as Vice President, Christy
Getz as your new Secretary and Maggie Klokkenga as your Treasurer. Wishing everyone a wonderful and safe
summer!
~ Stacy Litersky
PTO President

SAVE THE DATE:

Upcoming PTO
Important Dates:
May 29: Lincoln Night at Peoria
Chiefs Game
August 1: School Registration
August 8: Back to School Pool
Party at Morton Pool
August 12: PTO Meeting 7 pm

Morton Pool
Thursday, Aug 8th
7-9 pm

All Lincoln Students &
Families are invited!

Peoria Chiefs
vs Kane County Cougars
Wednesday, May 29th @ 6:35pm CST
Dozer Park, Peoria, IL
Promotions
include $1 hot
dogs,
TICKETS
$12
popcorn, and ice cream sandwiches!
(with $3 coming to Lincoln School PTO)
To order tickets, log onto: https://groupmatics.events/event/Lincolnelementaryil
Purchase Deadline: May 28th @ 11:59pm CST

Promotions include $1 hot dogs, popcorn, and ice cream sandwiches!

LINCOLN SCHOOL FALL
VENDOR& CRAFT FAIR
Saturday October 26, 2019 9am-1pm
On behalf of the Lincoln School PTO, we are pleased to announce our third annual Vendor &
Craft Fair at Lincoln School in Morton, on Saturday, October 26, 2019! We would like to
personally invite you to be a vendor/crafter at this year’s event. Previous vendors and Lincoln
families have the first opportunity to reserve a spot! The deadline to reserve your spot is June
1, 2019. After this date we will be opening it up to all other vendors. We hope you consider
joining us!!
Who can Participate: One vendor from each independent business. We have opened this up
to our previous vendors and Lincoln Families first. June 1st, we will seek out our community
friends.
Cost: To secure your space, each vendor must pay $30 and donate a non-perishable item or
gift card to be used later by Lincoln School PTO in an auction or raffle. (Min. $25 value) If you
prefer to forego the donated item, your fee will be $55. We have 6-8 ft. table(s) available for
rent for $5 /table. (While supplies last)
What’s included in Booth Space: Choice #1 - 10X10 space in a gym with 2 chairs. Choice #2 15 X 2.4 ft hallway space. (Hallway space consists of a 13 ft 8 in X 2 ft 4 in table and a chair
next to your table).
Table displays only. Electricity is limited and available in the GYMS ONLY, so this will be
allocated on a first come basis. Friday evening set up available.
Deadline: Sept 15, 2019 (Open enrollment begins May 15 for Lincoln Families/June 1 to
Public)
Publicity: School & District 709 newsletters & social media, Lincoln School Signage, MCB
Bulletin board, advertisement in Times local papers, Social media and Yard signs placed
through Morton & Groveland.
For more information please contact:
Rebecca Schelkopf at 309-369-4095 rebeccaschelkopf@yahoo.com
Stacy Litersky at 309-696-8600 Salitersky@gmail.com

LINCOLN SCHOOL FALL
VENDOR& CRAFT FAIR
Saturday October 26, 2019 9am-1pm
Saturday October 26, 2019 9am-1pm
Please complete and send payment to:
Lincoln School PTO c/o Vendor Fair
100 S. Nebraska Ave., Morton, IL 61550
Business Name:__________________________________________________
Business Owner/Representative: ____________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
Description of Products:____________________________________________
QTY

ITEM

COST

1- 10x10 space

30.00

Table rental

5.00

Hallway 15x2 ft 4 in. space

30.00

I will donate raffle item ($25 value)

I will pay the extra fee & no donation

TOTAL

*collected at fair

25.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE to Lincoln School PTO

